School Council Notes

29/ 1 / 10
At today’s meeting we met Adam Coombs, who is the PCSO (Police Community Support Officer) for our area, and we discussed the concerns we have.  Before responding to our questions he told us about his role within the community, which is to deal with low level crime.  He patrols the local area on foot during the daytime and works with Woking Borough Council, dealing with issues such as litter and parking.  Below is a list of our concerns with Adam’s response in red:
· Dogs are not on leads outside the school.  Section 3 of the Dangerous Dogs Act states that dogs do not have to be on a lead but a dog does have to be under the control of the owner.
· There is dog mess on the streets around the school.  A £50 fine can be issued by the council to a dog owner who allows their dog to fowl the pavement.  A dog warden is employed by the council and has recently fined a dog owner after complaints from local residents.
· People swear outside the gates.  This is anti-social behaviour and can be a public order offence.  The PCSO team now consists of more officers and they will try to patrol the area more frequently.
· Pupils from Winston Churchill are riding their bikes on the pavement.  People can be fined for this but this is unlikely for those under 16.  It is important to consider whether it is safe for the cyclist to ride on the road but when the pavement is busy it would be considerate for cyclists to get off their bikes.
· People smoking directly outside the gates.  There is little that the police can do about this.
· Chewing gum on the pavement.  This is a form of littering and is dealt with by the local council, which can issue a £75 fine.
· The roads by the school were left ungritted during the recent snow.  This is the responsibility of the County Council but all councils are very short of grit and have to treat the main roads before local roads.
· We need a zebra crossing or a patrol on Victoria Road by the Co-Op.  Adam will speak to the County Council about this and report back to us.
· There is broken glass on the pavements.  We should never pick this up but should inform an adult, who can report it to the council.
· Our neighbours are noisy when we are trying to sleep.  This is an issue for the Environmental Department at the local council.  When they receive a complaint they will investigate and monitor the situation.  Adam has left us a copy of the form, which will be put on the School Council notice board.
Adam is happy to come to visit our school again and hopes to be able to patrol around the area more frequently.  Please say hello to him if you see him.

Next Meeting – Wednesday 10th February at 9am
Focus:-

· We would like help in naming the new group rooms (the 2 rooms which used to be the library) and would appreciate your suggestions.

· We need to start fund raising for our 3 chosen charities and need your ideas.

Agenda
1) Names for the group rooms

2) Fundraising ideas for our 3 charities 

3) Any future issues for School Council

4) Suggestion Box
