
St Johns CE VC Primary School

How Parents Can Support Their Children with Homework


X

Jennifer Zimmerman

schoolEven very independent children need homework help from their parents. Simply providing the right support in early childhood can be helpful to children doing homework in later years. Being interested without taking over is a fine line that parents must walk to ensure the success of their children in  as in the rest of life.

Environment
Create a peaceful and predictable environment for homework time. Try to find a similar time or day for children to do homework, preferably before it gets too late at night. Help your children minimise interruptions during homework time. If possible, have younger siblings play in a different room and keep the television, mobile phones and computer off (unless it is being used). Minimising distractions and maximizing expectations through predictability will help pupils be more successful.
Planning
Familiarise yourself with the homework routines for all of your child’s classes.  Know when homework has to be handed in and what types of homework your children will have. Showing children that you think school is important will help them believe that it is and encourage them to be more responsible about their homework.

Materials
Have a place prepared for children to do their homework. It could be desks in their rooms or the dining room table; just make sure there is enough room for them to spread out their books and papers. Make sure they have easy access to pencils, pens, papers, crayons, markers, scissors and glue by storing them in the desk or in a pencil pot that can be placed on the dining room table.

Assistance
Ideally, your children will be able to complete homework assignments independently unless the teacher requests otherwise. Make it part of the homework routine for you to read over the directions with your children so that they know exactly what to do. If your child becomes stuck, try to encourage them to find their own solutions or point them in the direction of help (dictionaries, internet etc). If they remain unclear try to find a way to engage them (e.g. use a pizza for fractions) without giving them the answer. When they have completed the task, ask your child to check through their work for mistakes.
Tips & Warnings
Some parents mistake the term "homework" for "parent work." Do not fall into the trap of doing your children's homework for them. If you've explained the directions and the concepts to them and they still don't understand, then you need to contact the teacher. Do this by calling the school to arrange an appointment or by writing a note to explain your child’s difficulties to the teacher.
Supplement the topic studied
Finally you can enhance children’s enjoyment of topics learnt in class by visiting museums, reading books, watching films or researching the internet, among other things.
