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Changes to Free School Meals and Pupil Premium 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,   
 
From September 2026 the DfE is changing Free School Meals eligibility, with the scheme being 
extended so more families will be entitled to this benefit.  We encourage all families who may be 
eligible to apply for free school meals prior to the start of the 2026/2027 academic year. If you’ve 
previously received Free School Meals but your circumstances have changed you may no longer be 
eligible as the protection that was in place from 2018 is being removed. 
 
From September 2026 all pupils whose parent(s)/carer(s) are in receipt of Universal Credit are 
eligible for Free School Meals. In addition, pupils whose parent(s)/carer(s) are in receipt of 
Universal Credit and have an annual income of less than £7,400 may also be eligible for Pupil 
Premium. This is additional income the school receives to support pupil’s learning. 
 
All pupils in Years R, 1 and 2 will continue to receive Universal Infant Free School Meals regardless 
of their parent(s)/carer(s) financial circumstances, however if you are in receipt of Universal Credit 
and have an annual income of less than £7,400 please still apply as the school may receive 
additional pupil premium funding. 
 
Rechecks of eligibility will automatically be carried out annually. In most cases eligibility can be 
determined immediately with no further information required. In a small amount of cases further 
evidence may be required to determine eligibility. Should you move your child to a new school, 
your child’s new school may proactively assess whether you continue to be eligible. You should 
contact the school or local authority if you have a change in financial circumstances.   

We are committed to ensuring that the personal and sensitive information that we hold about you 
is protected and kept safe and secure, and we have measures in place to prevent the loss, misuse 
or alteration of your personal information. We will only use the information you provide to assess 
entitlement to FSM/pupil premium. The information may also be shared with other Council 
departments to offer benefits and services.  

What to do  

If your child is currently in receipt of free school meals / pupil premium you do not need to do 
anything, your details will be checked before the start of the new school year to confirm your 
continued eligibility. We will contact you if your child is no longer eligible or should further 
information be required. 

If you are in receipt of Universal Credit and you believe your child(ren) could be entitled to Free 
School Meals / pupil premium please fill in all sections of this form and return to the school office, 
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either by hand or by email. Paper copies can be obtained from the school office. Please complete the 
details for all children that are attending St John’s (including those starting in September) 

You can also input these details yourself via an online checker. This however has not yet been 
updated for the new September 2026 criteria. If you would like to use the online checker please 
contact the school office on office@stjohnsprimary.org.uk with the title FSM online check link and 
we will send you the link once the checker has been updated with the new criteria. 

If there is any information you cannot find, you would like further information or help in completing 
the form or would like a paper copy, please contact the school office. 

Important  

If you have multiple children attending different schools, you will need to complete a separate form 
for each school.  

Your details  

Enter the details of the parent or guardian who is applying for free school meals.  

First name  

 

Last name 

 

   

Date of birth (DD/MM/YYYY) 

 

National insurance number (if you have one) 

 

Asylum support reference number (previously NASS reference number) 

 

Contact phone number (this can be a mobile number) 
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Contact email (We’ll use your email to address to confirm your application or for more information) 

 

 

Children and school details  

Include all children that will be attending this school. Print extra sheets if you need them.  
 

Child 1   

First name   

Last name   

Date of birth  
(DD/MM/YYYY)  

        

Include details of child's previous school (optional)  

School name   

School postcode   

  

Child 2  

First name   

Last name   

Date of birth  
(DD/MM/YYYY)  

        

Include details of child's previous school (optional)  

School name   

School postcode   
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Additional children   

Print extra sheets if you need them.  
  

Child     

First name    

Last name    

Date of birth  
(DD/MM/YYYY)  

                

Include details of child's previous school (optional)  

School name    

School postcode    

  

Child     

First name    

Last name    

Date of birth  
(DD/MM/YYYY)  

                

Include details of child's previous school (optional)  

School name     

School postcode    

  

Child     

First name    

Last name    
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Date of birth  
(DD/MM/YYYY)  

                

Include details of child's previous school (optional)  

School name     

School postcode    

   

Declaration    

By signing below, I confirm that:   

  

I allow the use of the data in this form for the purpose of checking whether my children are entitled 
to free school meals.   

I allow the sharing of the above data with the schools my children attend and its local authority, for 
the purpose of providing free school meals if entitlement is confirmed.   

This includes re-applying for free school meals in future.   
  

Signature  

  

  

Date (DD/MM/YYYY)  

                

   

Important  

Once completed, please return this form to the school office. 
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